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Some Splendid Episcopal Sentences 


LSEWHERE in this issue we have printed strong declarations upon 
the essentials of Faith by two of our Bishops. Some of their sen- 
tences are so strong and clear that we wish to stand them out before the 
mind of the Church. 
We would point out that such positions are those that will recover the 
Church to her influence, and save the world service program. 


“There is only one successful way to oppose error; that it to oppose 
it. If you wish to stop a crime, you must seize the criminal, arrest and 
confine him. If you wish to end the career of a destroyer, shoot the 
beast. Do not pet the tiger; kill him. Similarly, error, untruth, Anti- 
christ must be resolutely and earnestly opposed. We must love men, 
but because we love Christ more, we must denounce and overthrow 
whatever threatens the life or vitality of Christian belief and influence.” 


—From BisHop Freperick D. Lreete’s New York Address. 


“To the fairest faith, as well as to the most debasing, Christianity 
comes to give Christ as God. Not as a revealer of God, but as God 
Himself. There may be faiths to which it would be presumptuous to 
offer Christ the teacher. Every man everywhere needs Christ, the God. 
Christian missions are unjustified if they merely add one more to the 
many great teachers who have founded faiths and secured followers. 
There have been many such great teachers. There is only one Chr? st. 
He, the Way, the Truth, the Life, is the justification of the missionary 
enterprise.” 


—From BisHop Ernest G. RicHARDSoN’s Recent Advocate Article. 


In this age of compromise, indefiniteness and hostility to the super- 
natural it takes courage for conspicuous leaders to speak out boldly. There 


62 : The Call to the Colors September, 1926 


are influential leaders who will resent these utterances. The university 
leadership will not approve them, but the true Church on either side the 
mystic flood will acclaim them and thank God. 


Bishop Leonard and Essentialism 


So months ago the Catt prophesied that Bishop Leonard’s position 
and word ESSENTIALIST were bound to become historic. It is 
interesting to note that the California Evangelistic Association has taken 
it up, and printed it in leaflet form for general distribution. Bishop 
Leonard is a clear and forceful thinker. He is thoroughly Evangelical, 
and yet withal is a statesman who sees the advantage of the careful and dis- 
criminating position. Extreme views get a hearing quicker, but the care- 
ful discriminating view has more power to spread and to remain. 


Alabama Methodists Have Organized 
The Alabama Methodist League for Faith and Life 


Nee Methodists (the Church, South) have organized the 
Alabama Methodist League for Faith and Life. Its constitution is 
almost identical with ours. It is led by some of the finest intellects and 
spirits of Alabama Methodism. Dr. J. F. Sturdivant of Birmingham is 
President ; First Vice-President, Dr. G. W. Read; Second Vice-President, 
Rev. W. B. Hope; Secretary, Dr. E. M. Glenn; Treasurer, Rev. J. C. 
Persinger. 

We publish this brief sketch submitted by Dr. Sturdivant, President of 
the Alabama League, of the origin of this sister organization. . We wish 
them every success as they point the way back toward Faith in the Church, 
South. 

“Some time this year alarmed over the bold and brazen front presented 
here of Modernism, I wrote Bishop Candler for information as to where 
I could get some literature on an organization to preserve the faith of our 
fathers. He referred me to the Methodist League for Faith and Life. I 
wrote at once and got the literature desired. After a few days I called to my 
study Rev. J. C. Persinger, the pastor of our Fountain Heights Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. We read and prayed, and together gave our- 
selves to the work of securing other names, men whom we knew to be 
solid for Methodist Doctrines and Faith. We soon secured enough names 
to organize, starting with a membership of thirty. We now have nearly 
sixty, and expect by November 10th to have at least 200 preachers in our 
organization. Then we will begin to secure the names of good laymen. 
Pray for us. We area unit for our Bible and our Methodist doctrines. 

“T offered two or three years ago at the session of our conference a 
resolution asking the conference to reaffirm its faith in the canonical books 
of the Bible. Since then there has been an appeal to me to help, from 
some of our young preachers.” 
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Dr. Henry W. Bromley Throwing His Strength into 
the League 


R. HENRY W. BROMLEY, one of the great preachers, scholars and 

organizers of the Church, South, is throwing his strength into the 
League. He is becoming Associate Editor of the Catt, and is planning 
an advance for the League among the leaders of the Southern Church. 
Dr. Bromley is widely known in the North. His broad learning, and 
clear thinking have won him recognition before many university groups. 
Among his addresses is the one entitled, “Scientific Aspects of the 
Christian Faith,” which he has given before many learned groups. He 
gave it recently before his own university, Kentucky State, and at the 
close one of the professors of science said to him, “Dr. Bromley, you have 
opened my eyes, you have shown me that there is another side to this 
whole discussion.” Three or four years ago he gave it before a Western 
college, with the result that one of the professors gave up his unbelief, and 
sought a Christian experience. 

It is a matter for congratulation that this strong leader, thinker and 
organizer is enlisting his abilities in the League. League activities in the 
middle West will immediately take on new power. Dr. Bromley’s first 
contribution to the Cav will appear in the October issue. 


Why the Gospel of Christ is Slowed Down 


A Pagan Addresses a Christian Conference 


T IS reported that Mahatma Gandhi has tentatively accepted an invita- 

tation to the world’s conference of the Y. M. C. A. to be held in 
Helsingfors this summer (1926). If the Indian leader actually appears 
in the Finnish city, what will he have to say? A letter just received from 
a missionary in India may give some hint as to the answer. The mahatma 
recently spoke to the young missionaries of the American board studying 
in a language school at Mahableshwar. “He expressed his hearty approval 
of the desire of the young missionaries to learn the language of the 
country.” “He stated his regret at the failure of many missionaries—in 
fact of most missionaries—to learn the language of the Indian heart; the 
language of love. The missionary preaches love, but how often his actions 
belie his words. India has no place for the young missionary who comes 
simply to give. There is no giving without receiving.” The invitation 
extended to Gandhi is a hopeful sign of a growing spiritual humility on 
the part of at least one western religious body. But it must be under- 
stood by westerners that, if they invite the seers of other lands to their 
company, they must be ready to sustain some searching comment. 

—Christian Century. 
A Pagan Called Greatest Christian 

In similar vein Dr. James Yard, Editor of the China Christian Advocate, 

exalted Gandhi in a recent address given before a group of ministers in 


South Jersey. He is reported to have spoken of Gandhi as the greatest 
Christian in the world. 
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His Paganism Set Forth 


Now in the face of this mediating point of view comes the clear state- 
ment of Bishop Badley made in a sermon in another South Jersey com- 
munity that Gandhi is not a Christian at all, but a Pagan who openly 
endorses Paganism. Bishop Badley said in substance: 


“There are those who are presenting Gandhi as the great Christian. But 
this is not accurate. Recently Gandhi took part in the dedication of a 
pagan temple, at which time he said: ‘There is a place in our religion for 
Krishnu (the Bishop paused to explain that a part of the cult of Krishnu 
wae the. grossest obscenity), a place for Mohammed—and a place for 

hStsya 


The bishop then concluded that no man is a Christian who puts Christ 
-in a group like that. 


An Attack Upon Authority 


A correspondent from California writes that he was in a Methodist 
Church in California in the latter part of July and heard Dr. J. Stitt Wilson 
give an address largely against authority. One item among others he sets 
forth in substance as follows: 


“The Methodist Church has no right to pledge a company of young men 
being ordained to her ministry to the Church standards; nor any right to 
pledge them to maintain any doctrines.” 


Our correspondent adds: 


“I suppose from this that a Methodist preacher has a perfect right to 
preach the Unitarian or the Universalist or Buddhist doctrine in a Methodist 
Church if he wants to.” 


This correspondent is an Evangelical layman. 


Authority Denied 


Another correspondent, who is a Methodist preacher, writes : 


“T maintain that a Methodist Episcopal Minister is ‘not pledged’ to believe 
or to teach our ‘standards,’ nor the ‘Articles of religion. Nowhere is he 
asked to make any such vow. IF SO PLEASE KINDLY STATE 
WHERE IT IS FOUND IN OUR BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. You will 
search for it in vain. 

“The anomalous thing is that he is ‘pledged’ to the ‘Scriptures’—but if charged 
with heresy he is TRIED by the ‘standards.’ Moreover the standards are 
not in all cases scriptural.” N. T. interpretation has progressed beyon 
them. We cannot chain the Methodist mind to the stone posts of the 
ancient interpretations of ‘doctrine’ (as you are trying to do.) It is not 
desirable that we should attempt it. All such attempts must fail.” 


The Atonement Repudiated and Ridiculed 


Another correspondent, a Methodist preacher in the Northwest, writes: 


“The present state of affairs in Methodism is utterly heartbreaking. At 
our Summer School a year ago a professor from a Methodist Seminary 
told our young preachers that ‘the blood of Jesus has nothing to do with 
salvation.’ This summer, a year later, this teaching found echo in the state- 
ment coming from a young preacher, appointed by the Bishop to feed the 
flock of Christ in a Methodist Church, when he said: ‘This old doctrine 
that Jesus died for the whole world is all tommy-rot.’ f 

“In the midst of conditions such as these our Bishops tell us to avoid 
controversy and be still.” 
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Another Teacher Slurs the Articles of Religion 


Another correspondent, a minister in the Course of Study from the same 
section, writes, that at this same summer school he was taught that there 
are books in the Old Testament that are not inspired, and that the Bible 
was never written for children to read. 

He was challenged by one of the students for these statements and was 
asked how a preacher could be true to his ordination vows if he denied 
any of the Articles of Religion of his Church. 

To this the instructor replied sneeringly: “I will not ask you preachers 
how many of you have read the Articles of Religion of your Church.” 
He then turned from the subject refusing to answer the student’s question. 


An Evangelical Fears to Speak Out 


The Editor of the Cart was in Chicago recently, and met a prominent 
minister from this same Northwestern city. He said the Church was in 
the grip of Modernism, and that an Evangelical did not have a chance. 
He agreed that something ought to be done to break the grip of unbelief 
upon the pulpits of that section, but shrank from doing it. . 


A Young Minister’s Estimate of Course of Study 


A young minister from another section, one of the most cultured and 
aggressive Methodist centres in the Republic, writes this criticism of the 
Course of Study at the close of his four year course: 


“T am completing this year the fourth year work of the Course of Study. 
Having been trained in a thoroughly Christian college and anchored in the 
fundamentals of our Christian faith, I have been able to withstand the 
subtle attacks of destructive criticism, though I have felt that several 
of the books of the Course were far from a faith tonic. I have felt that 
young men who depend upon such teachings for their messages, will surely 
sound uncertain notes before their people. 


“T wish to say that I am in full sympathy with the purpose and method 
of the League as I understand it. I like the frankness and Christian spirit 


with which the evils of our Church are uncovered. May God richly bless 
and use this League.” 


Methodist Officials Put Our Church into Union Enterprise 
on Unitarian Basis 
At East Lansing, Michigan, the Methodist Church has been put into 
a union enterprise of which the basis is baldly Unitarian. 
Here is the creed of the union Church as published in the Literary 
Digest for August 28, 1926: ; 


“T believe the teachings of Jesus Christ, and with the help of God I will 
strive daily to live the life of unselfishness, purity and service which He 
exemplified.” 

One does not need to point out that this is a Unitarian basis, and that, 
if the Digest has accurately reported the enterprise the Methodist leaders 
who endorsed the union acted wholly without authority, in pledging 
Methodism to keep out of the community except as represented in this 
Unitarian venture, and that whatever Methodist money has been invested 
is similarly without authority. ‘ 
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Slowing Down Is Inevitable 


These are some of the many communications that have come to the 
office of the Catt during the summer. In view of such contradictory 
teaching, and of such open attacks upon and bold setting aside of the con- 
stitution and law of the Church by those in responsible position a slowing 
down is inevitable. The marvel is that the slowing down process does 
not work faster. Unitarianism has no missions, and is a declining body 
in America. Methodism will be in the same situation unless we free our- 
selves from the menace of Modernism. 


The Finality of Christ 


By Bisnop Ernest G. RicHarpson 


N A recent article in the Advocate, Professor Oscar M. Buck has told 

us of how India looks at Christ. One of the very significant utterances 
in that article is a quotation from the lips of the leader of the greatest 
so-called anti-Christian movement in India today. In those words we 
find the difference between Christianity and non-Christianity even at 
its best. 

The head of this determined anti-Christian movement in India, Pro- 
fessor Buck tell us, is Lala Hans Raj of Lahore. In an interview in which 
the Mahatma said some very complimentary things about Christ we find 
this quotation: “I cannot accept the Incarnation. So I cannot agree with 
your interpretation of His words, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, the Life.’ 
What He really meant was I show you the way, a higher way. I show 
you the truth, a higher truth. I show you the life, a higher life.” 

In the words of this undoubtedly devout and good man we find first 
the fundamental difference between Christianity and non-Christianity, by 
whatever name it may be called. True Christianity does not merely admire 
Christ ; it derives life from Him. Christ is not a revealer of higher forms 
of life. Heis Life. Christ does not merely teach deeper truth than any- 
one else. He is Truth. Christ does not point us to a road that leads to 
the Father. He Himself is the Way. The non-Christian may be a sincere 
seeker after truth and life. He may be greatly attracted by the spotless 
sacrificial revelation he sees in Christ. He may even accept Christ as his 
human ideal to follow. But all he finds in Christ is a revelation of deeper 
truth and higher life than he sees in other religious leaders. The 
Christian finds in Christ Truth and Life incarnate. Christ is the Way 
to God. 

One who does not accept our Lord’s words quoted above will have to 
refuse to believe many others of His sayings also. To Philip sayings, 
“Shew us the Father and it sufficeth us,” Jesus answered, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.” And again, “No man cometh to the 
Father save by me.” And again, “I and my Father are one.” 

And in this difference we find the reason and justification for the mis- 
sionary enterprise. Some faiths are better than others, Faithful followers 
of some creeds will live true, pure, noble lives. Doubtless Christians can 
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learn helpful lessons from some who are not of their faith. Unquestion- 
ably we have ofttimes failed to see the good in many non-Christians’ revela- 
tions. We have sometimes erred in attributing vileness to all who had 
not the Christian message. But to the fairest faith, as well as to the most 
debasing, Christianity comes to give Christ as God. Not as a revealer of 
God, but as God Himself. Not as one who leads to God, but very God 
incarnate. Christ as a teacher of higher truth and larger life can be 
preached to the debased and besotted human of any faith. Christ as God 
can be presented to the highest and purest as well as the lowest and vilest. 
There may be faiths to which it would be presumptuous to offer Christ 
the teacher. Every man everywhere needs Christ, the God. Christian 
missions are unjustified if they merely add one more to the many great 
teachers who have founded faiths and secured followers. There, have | 
been many such great teachers. There is only one Christ. He, the Way, 
the Truth, the Life, is the justification of the missionary enterprise. 


—Reprinted from the California Christian Advocate. 
ATLANTA, Ga. 


A Convention of the League 


HE idea of a national convention of the Methodist League for Faith 

and Life has caught the imagination of our members in every part of 
the country. Universally they favor the holding of such a meeting. There 
is a wide difference of opinion as to the time and place for holding it. 

One brother wants it held in Old Saint George’s in Philadelphia, the 
oldest Methodist building in America. Another suggests reproducing the 
Christmas Conference, and holding this convention to save the Church 
in Baltimore at the end of the year, in the city and at the time when the 
Church was created. Another favors Louisville, which is a theological 
centre. Some suggest St. Louis. The most of the opinions that have 
come in thus far favor Indianapolis. 

The suggestion is that we meet on Friday night, Saturday and Sunday. 

That on Sunday we put preachers in every pulpit that is opened to us in 
the morning defending the truth of the Gospel and asserting its supreme 
value ; in the evening carrying on a city wide evangelistic service. 
_ It would be a great achievement. It would take some time to organize 
it. It would require the enthusiastic support of some local community, 
and the generous devotion of many members of the League, who would be 
willing to make the sacrifice of time and to meet their oun cost of travel. 
Where chapters have been organized a system of representation might be 
arranged, by which the chapter would raise finds to pay the expenses of a 
representative. 

But however, wherever and whenever it is done it ought to be done. 
Men from all over Methodism ought to meet together aah look into each 
other’s faces, and decide upon a program that ari mean the recovery of 
at least some of our schools to the Faith, and that will break the intolerant 
and repressive grip of Modernism upon the program and institutions of 
Methodism. 
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Christmas the Choice of Belief and the Crisis 


T IS scarce three months to the Christmas season, one of Faith’s two 

great anniversaries. Already in Church and business circles we are 
planning for it. 

Whole Supernatural Denied 

As this season approaches it sobers us to realize that there are in the 
Church a group of teachers, preachers and leaders who refuse faith in 
both the Christmas and the Easter fact. Modernism glorifies the man- 
hood of Jesus, and calls it divine, but it denies His Godhood, and tells 
Faith that the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, the Resurrection and the 
whole supernatural must be surrendered. 


A Chosen Position 

We challenge the negations. We ask by what authority they are made. 
And when all that is irrelevant and untrue has been filtered out of the 
reply we will find nothing remaining but a personal preference, a choice 
of belief. 

Some people seem to think that Modernism is a finding of scientists and 
scholars beyond the range of thought of plain men. But this is not true. 
Modernism is a choice of belief. There are no facts in the field either of 
archeological, literary, physical or biological science that are effective 
against any one of the great affirmations of the Christian Faith. The 
Personality and Trinity of God, the Supernatural Revelation and Inspira- 
tion, the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, the Miracles and Bodily Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus stand unchallenged by any true scientific findings; and are 
repudiated only by such as have chosen to reject them. 

These essential truths of the Christian Faith are supported by a certain 
body of evidence. This evidence has been strengthened rather than 
diminished by the passing of the centuries and the recent re-examination 
that has been made of it. We are Evangelical Christians and believe, or 
we are Modernists and deny, not as a conclusion of our scholarship, but 
as a choice of our freedom. We face Christ, ultimately, not as scholars 
and scientists but as men, we face Him and we choose, and our choice 
makes us Evangelicals or Modernists. 


The Motive 

The motive is complex no matter which the choice. First there is a 
certain body of historical evidences. Bishop Gore says it is little short of 
compelling simply as history. Then there are the supporting and opposing 
motives. Supporting Faith is the appeal the Christian affirmations make 
to man’s spiritual and moral nature. In his deepest soul man wants them 
true. In his moral nature he feels that they ought to be true. If he 
chooses to follow the pressure of these motives he ‘will believe. Opposing 
Faith there are also several motives. There is the desire of educated men 
for recognition by the colleges, where naturalistic and mechanistic views of 
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life prevail. There is the appeal to intellectual pride, and to the joy of 
being independent and self-sufficient that rationalism always makes. There 
is the alluring power of change, often conceived to be progress simply 
because it is not understood. If a man chooses to follow the pressure of 
these motives he will reject the Christian supernatural and be a Modernist. 


Modernism Negative 

The issue is crucial. The whole foundation of Faith and even of civiliza- 
tion is at stake. Modernism is a system of negations. It denies. It 
denied, first, Revelation, then Miracle$, then the Virgin Birth, now it is 
the Bodily Resurrection and Deity of Jesus. When it becomes construc- 
tive it will be compelled to deny Theism itself, and to replace it with 
Pantheism and all the inherent moral and spiritual futility of that system. 
Compared to the stake of the present contest the Reformation pales into 
insignificance: for Rome never did deny the creedal basis of Christianity. 
The creeds, a product of the primitive Church, are common to all the 
Churches. The present contest of Faith with Modernism is the most 


serious issue the Church has faced since it was instituted on the day of the 
Resurrection in the upper room in Jerusalem. 


The Right to Speak 


And it will be settled by average men, not by scholars and scientists. The 
question is too deep for science and scholarship. The test tube and the 
scalpel are too gross for these fine values. The equipment that gives men 
the right to speak upon these questions is not ‘an academic decree but 
rather the fact that they are veterans of the big experiences of ike. They 
have lived earnestly, they have felt the majesty of the moral ought, they 
have sinned, and suffered, have longed and waited and prayed. If a man 
has had these experinces plus academic training (and his academic training 
has not prejudiced him) his training will be valuable to him. But if a 
man has all the academic training attainable and is without the experience 
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of life’s sin, suffering, striving, hope, discouragement, longing, prayer, he 
is incapable of speaking upon the big questions at issue between Modernism 
and Faith. 

Call to Action 


The overwhelming majority of men who have a right to speak today 
whether in pulpit or in pew believe. We believe as our fathers before us 
“in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God.” And we believe that “He was incarnate by the Holy Ghost 
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man;” but simply to believe is not 
enough. We must make our faith effective to resist the aggressive prop- 
aganda of unbelief. We must read and understand the questions at issue. 
We must know the positions of those who deny. We must unite our- 
selves to affirm. 

As Methodists our chief responsibility is our own Church. We must 
inform ourselves specifically about the particular situation in Methodism. 
We must interest our Methodist friends, and especially the lay and 
ministerial leaders in our community. When the laymen who make up our 
Official Boards, and the leaders whom they send to the Annual Con- 
ferences, and the ministers who are to represent the Church in the General 
Conference have been made intelligent upon these issues until they know 
what they believe, and why they believe it, and why they can and do 
refuse the negations of Modernism it will be a very easy matter to recover 
the universities, and save Methodism to the Faith. 

What are you doing about it? Have you joined the League that is made 
up of men who are devoted to just these things? Have you tried to interest 
some other friend or leader of your community in the League and its 
programme? When the Reformation was projected there were lots of 
people who stood off. No question is ever so clear, but that a man who 
wants to play safe for himself can find some reason why he should ignore 
it. But it would have been easier to justify a pacifist or do-nothing 
attitude at the Reformation than it is now. The whole foundation of 
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Christianity was not at stake then as it is today. Protestantism received 
its creeds from primitive Christians through Rome. Rome never denied 
the essentials. But Modernism, with which so many would fain make 
peace, denies them all. 
Face the Crisis 

Believers in the common Faith, it is time to act. The sooner the 
universities and administrative offices and pulpits of Methodism are freed 
from the confusion of Modernist negation the less it will cost the Church. 
The longer Modernism is allowed secretly to intrench itself in the positions 
of influence the greater will be the cost. The conflict is irrepressible. 
We must take sides. We must choose either for rationalism or for the 
Faith. The Church must think it through, pray it through, fight it through, 
fight it through as Paul fought it through at Jerusalem, as Athanasius 
fought it through at Nicaea, as Luther fought it through at Wurms. 
There is a unity that is not unity but futility. There is a peace that is not 
peace but confusion. There are many who in timid love of peace are 
promoting confusion, and who in blind love for unity are promoting 
futility. Christ is God Incarnate or He is not, He was virgin born or He 
was not, He died for our sins or He did not, He took again his body 
(transformed) on the third day or He did not, He is our supernatural, 
omnipotent Saviour or He is not, He is coming again at the end of the 
ages or He is not. Faith says one of these, Modernism says the other. 
The Methodist Church cannot endure saying both. The present confusion 
must end. There is no other way for Faith to live. 


Fill in on the membership slip printed on page 69 of this paper the 
name of the Methodist friend or leader you will seek to interest in the 


League’s cause and programme, and after prayer go talk it through with 
him. A thousand agents for the League in every part of Methodism will 
mean large things for Faith and for tomorrow. 


The Age-Long Conspiracy Against Jesus Christ 
By Biswop Frepertck Lrere, D.D., LL.D. 


S_THE earthly life of Jesus of when they counselled, the people were 
Nazareth drew to its close, the not with them, They had to prepare the 
opposition which His teaching minds of many who implicitly believed 

had aroused came to a focus: “Then in the teacher, prophet and wonder- 

were gathered together the chief priests, worker, who had shown Himself their 


and the elders of the people, unto the friend and helper, before they could 


court of the high priest, who was called 
Caiaphas; and they took counsel together 
that they might take Jesus by subtlety, 
and kill him. But they said, Not during 
the feast, lest a tumult arise among the 
people.” ; : 

Several items in this account should 
be noted. It was leaders, intelligentiae, 
professionals, theologians who entered 
into this plan of hostility to Jesus. These 
men were wise enough not to cry their 
purpose on the housetops. They planned 
to take Jesus by subtlety. At the time 


seduce them from His allegiance and 
cause them to clamor for his destruction. 
That this nefarious work was accom- 
plished by delay and treachery is well 
known. The divine tragedy is an 
eternal monument to the perfidy of man. 


“We Do Not Fight Dead Men” 

The conspiracy which brought about 
the death of Jesus Christ did not end 
with His crucifixion. Incidentally this 
fact is one of the surest proofs of the 
resurrection and eternal life of Jesus. 
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We do not fight dead men; we forget 
them, or recall them merely to point a 
moral or adorn an apothegm. The Son 
of God has had to meet foes in every age. 
Always there have been leaders who 
counselled together against the Lord, 
who sought by subtlety to destroy the 
facts and logic of gospel history, who 
misled the weak-minded, mistaught the 
ignorant, and diverted the innocent from 
their allegiance to His person and work. 
Often those engaged in this blood-guilty 
business have been persons of culture, 
of courtesy and of many plausible vir- 
tues. It is probable also that many of 
them have been themselves deceived by 
bad philosophy, or self-deceived by the 
vagaries of ill-balanced minds. They 
have not always, nor have all of them 
counselled together in person. Their 
understandings and agreements have 
often been arrived at by means of litera- 
ture, and by various methods of mutual 
information and influence. 

It will be denied, especially by those 
engaged in it, that a conspiracy now 
exists against Jesus Christ. It need not 
be contended that chief priests and elders 
get together about a table and in definite 
terms plot to destroy Christ and over- 
throw His church. Today that would 
be as unintelligent as it would be vain. 
The elders and chief priests are too wise 
to pursue such a course. But is there 
then no hostility to Christ, and no com- 
bination against Him today? 


What Is a Conspiracy? 


The legal definition is “an agreement, 
manifesting itself in words or deeds, by 
which two or more persons confederate 
to do an unlawful act.’ Will any who 
are informed deny that by their words 
and deeds certain teachers and leaders 
are attempting to emasculate Christian- 
ity of its sublimest faith, and to slay the 
unique personality who is the central 
object of the Christian religion? If any 
repudiate such a claim, words and deeds 
to which attention may be called are the 
sufficient manifestation of what is going 
on. These incidents, sometimes partially 
or wholly unconsciously on the part of 
those joining in them, belong to the his- 
toric movement against the person and 
work of our Lord. Taken together, they 
constitute the great conspiracy of the 
ages. ‘ 

Jesus Christ is the Christian religion. 
Therefore, whatever reduces His stature, 
His authority, His meaning to mankind, 
tends toward the ultimate .overthrow 
of the truths, systems and organizations 
which are based on Him. If Christianity 


is to continue and to increase its control 
of human respect, and if this religion is 
to become increasingly ° effective and 
ultimately universal, Jesus must be 
exalted, not belittled. He must be con- 
ceded and not denied the knowledge, the 
authority and the supernal nature with- 
out which no one can become the world’s 
Saviour and Lord. These facts are 
patent to any intelligent person. Never- 
theless men of cleverness and mental 
ability are engaged in processes of reason- 
ing, teaching and proselyting, by which 
in many places, confidence in the Chris- 
tian message and method is seriously 
impaired and their success threatened. 
As of old, this is being done within the 
temple as well as outside of it, and, so 
inconsistent is human philosophy and 
conduct that it is even claimed that this 
deadly work is being done in behalf of 
Christ Himself and of Christianity. 

If one has the temerity to oppose work 
of the nature which we are considering, 
he is sneered at as being non-progressive 
or even incapable of progress. He is 
fortunate if he is not also attacked as a 
“disturber of Israel,” a turbulent fellow, 
lacking in courtesy and good will, and 
without religious spirit. The argument 
is that he who defends Christ and Chris- 
tianity against misrepresentation and 
detraction is no Christian. Absurd? 
Certainly, and yet many cower before 
such injustice and allow false doctrines 
about Jesus Christ to go unrebuked. 


How Error Should Be Opposed 


There is only one successful way to 
oppose error; that is to oppose it. If you 
wish to stop a crime, you must seize the 
criminal, arrest and confine him. If you 
wish to end the career of a destroyer, 
shoot the beast. Do not pet the tiger; 
kill him. Similarly, error, untruth, 
Antichrist must be resolutely and earn- 
estly opposed. We must love men, but 
because we love Christ more, we must 
denounce and overthrow whatever threat- 
ens the life or vitality of Christian belief 
and influence. 

There is nothing so antiquated as well 
as unprogressive as is mutch of our mod- 
ern literature about Christ and Chris- 
tianity. I am not thinking now of popu- 
lar books and magazines. The fault is 
not here. It is in serious books and 
journals and in utterances of classrooms, 
councils and pulpits that the conspiracy 
against the Lord of grace and glory finds 
expression. Those who seek to lessen 
the figure of Christ and who are dividing 
Christendom are often most cultured 
and genteel, and they take great pains 
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to eulogize the life of Christ even while 
they are devitalizing the faith by which 
alone Jesus possesses any life of redemp- 
tive value to us. Unless Jesus is what 
strong souls have throughout the ages 
believed Him to be, He is dead, and He 
is relatively unimportant. So also, if 
this be not true, are we dead in trespasses 
and sins and even as to physical existence? 
At the most, we are in the strictest sense 
not beings at all, but are earthly, mortal 
ephemera on the way to speedy extinc- 
tion and oblivion. Theology and an- 
thropology are so closely related that 
one cannot be injured without loss if not 
disaster to the other. 


This Error is Antique 


Despite the frequent assertion that it 
is a modern, twentieth century attitude 
to oppose the claims of Christian history, 
the fact is that everyone of the assaults 
recently made upon the Christian faith 
is antique. For example, the chief priests 
and elders of the Jews denied the resur- 
rection of Jesus before His ascension. 
The Simonians, followers of Simon 
Magus, the sorcerer, mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles, also opposed the 
resurrection. By the way some writers 
treat the subject of the virgin birth, one 
would suppose that their views originated 
but yesterday, but Cerinthus, about 100 
A. D., taught that Jesus was the son of 
Joseph. Cerinthus was the false teacher 
on whose account Polycarp declares that 
the apostle John fled from the baths at 
Ephesus, explaining that he did so “lest 
even the bath-house fall down because 
Cerinthus is inside.” Carpocrates in the 
first half of the second century of our 
era denied the divinity of Christ. There 
is positively no view of the person, life 
or teachings of Jesus common to evan- 
gelical Christianity which was not dis- 
puted during the earliest centuries of 
Christian history. It may be asked, Is it 
not strange that there should have been 
such disbelief, if the facts were as we 
have supposed? On the contrary, the 
amazing thing is that the unique claims 
made concerning Christ received such an 
increasing and finally so overwhelming an 
assent on the part of multitudes of people 
in various regions of the earth. This, 
of itself, is a very weighty credential of 
the reasonableness of the Christian faith. 


Illiberal Liberalism 


The present claim on the part of foes 
of Christianity is that modern science 
no longer permits educated people to 
believe in its so-called supernatural ele- 
ments. All such things, it is asserted, 


are impossible; belief in them must go; 
because modern science is against them. 
Thus has arisen the present phase of an 
age-old controversy and conspiracy. An 
interesting array of Pilates, Herods, 
chief priests and elders together with 
ordinary misbelievers meet in groups or 
counsel those who belong to their fellow- 
ship through writings and reported ad- 
dresses. Another element in this com- 
pany is composed of well meaning per- 
sons almost totally ignorant of estab- 
lished facts and logic, but anxious to 
accept whatever is proposed to them as 
being scientific. It is noteworthy that 
many ultra-liberal preachers and teach- 
ers have had very ordinary educational 
advantages and have not given great 
carefulness to study. It seems evident 
that their extreme attitudes are assumed 
in order that they may be regarded as 
scholarly and secure the benefits of such 
a reputation. Indeed certain oppor- 
tunities of recognition and profit are 
open only to those whose opinions are 
well known to be in harmony with the 
views of those who have such gifts to 
bestow. There is nothing so illiberal as 
liberalism. Your extremist never cares 
to hear, or, if he can help it, to let others 
hear the other side. 

No one should contend that all igno- 
rance, narrowness and inconsistency are 
on the side of opponents of Christian 
teaching. It is a sad spectacle which 
we often have of believers in divine truth 
who know nothing or will accept nothing 
of the well established body of knowledge 
which the scholarship of the ages has 
amassed. Christianity must never divorce 
itself from observation, reason, experi- 
ment and knowledge, though it must 
by no means confine itself within their 
present limits. The cure for false wis- 
dom is more wisdom. Christianity 
must train scientists, philosophers, theo- 
logians equal to the demands of each 
successive period of knowledge and 
thought. And this is now going on. In 
times of intellectual struggle and diffi- 
culty, thinking men and_ students are 
cautious. Often they are far too slow to 
express themselves to meet immediate 
situations and needs. In the end they 
speak out. Even now, while a few chief 
priests and elders are counselling opposi- 
tion, influential voices are heard declar- 
ing, sometimes indefinitely and circum- 
spectly, sound principles upon which 
the faith of Christian verities may be 
firmly based. In God’s good time, these 
voices will be clearer and more numerous, 
heralding the coming of a great outpour- 
ing of spiritual life and power. 
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Does Science Deny the Supernatural? 


Is it a fact that science disproves and 
denies the supernatural and _ therefore 
the central revelations and experiences 
of Christianity? What authority in 
science so states and on what grounds? 
If any scientist takes this position does 
he do so on the basis of his science, or of 
his philosophy?. Many scientists assert 
that their method has nothing to do with 
origins, causes, explanations, and _ that 
it has no relation to the universe of in- 
tuition, reasoning, feeling and faith. 
Yet, far from denying values to such 
subjects as these, not a few of those who 
make this discrimination are firmly per- 
suaded of the importance of many facts 
and principles which they regard as being 
outside of their own special field of ob- 
servation and discovery. 

To come: to grips on definite doctrines 
of Christianity, has science disproved 
the pre-existence of Jesus Christ? I 
could cite a prominent theologian who, 
if I can understand his language, has 
specifically denied that it was the Lord 
of glory who came to the manger-cradle 


‘of Bethlehem, bringing heaven to earth. 


But what scientist, by virtue of his sci- 
ence, makes any such statement? At 
the worst, he may say either that he does 
not believe this, or that he knows nothing 
about it. Has modern knowledge dem- 
onstrated the fact that the virgin birth 
of Jesus was impossible or that it never 
took place? Not many men of science 
have made any statements on this sub- 
ject even when discussing partheno- 
genesis. It is safe to say, however, that 
a far smaller number, if any, would com- 
mit themselves to an utterance of pro- 
fessed refutation either as to the physical 
possibility or as to the historic claim of 
the Scriptures. So it is with the other 
exceptional events recorded in New 
Testament narrative. So also with the 
teachings which the church universal 
has based upon these incidents. Con- 
sistent scientists will either. say that as 
scientists they have nothing to do with 
these subjects, or that they can only deal 
with their probability, or, that they dis- 
believe or believe what the Christian 
literature contains. There is no disproof 
of the incarnation, of the words and 
works attributed to Jesus, of His sacri- 
ficial and redemptive life and death, of 
His resurrection, ascension and eternal 
glory. In the very nature of the case, 
what cannot be physically established 
cannot be naturally destroyed. The 
whole gospel story and philosophy are 
left to belief or disbelief; to doubt, re- 
bellion, or faith. Many eminent scien- 


tists, at least as to the main Christian 
teachings, are ranged on the side of the 
gospel. As for others, there is not the 
slightest reason why any intelligent being 
should be deterred from credence in 
Christianity, and from allegiance to 
Jesus Christ as his divine Lord and 
Saviour on the ground of new discover- 
ies or modern knowledge. 


Who Are Our Real Foes? 


The truth is that the appeal of dis- 
belief to new knowledge, to science, to 
the modern mind is largely a subterfuge 
designed to conceal its own character 
and to assist in its efforts to sterilize 
faith. : 

Of course there are some who claim 
to represent latter day knowledge who 
oppose the Scriptures and the gospel, 
but the real foes of Christian teaching are 
to be found, ten to one, among religious 
leaders of little original thinking, of weak 
logic, of timorous and time-serving dis- 
positions, or of ambitious and self-seek- 
img ends. 

Every little while a group of persons 
of the type just described breaks out in 
a new effort to conquer the faiths of the 
people. Following one of our great ex- 
positions, various parliaments of religion 
became in order. In the state of New 
York, a very pretentious organization 
was formed. I shall not soon forget one 
of the meetings which had been called 
together ostensibly to emphasize religious 
unity and to promote ethical reforms. 
It soon developed that these theological 
leaders had a more far-reaching program, 
namely, to reduce all forms of religion 
to the lowest common denominator, and 
to consign to oblivion every teaching and 
practice which the most rationalistic 
and even materialistic representatives 
would not accept. The scheme was 
frustrated, in part because a very young 
man among the invited speakers, sur- 
prised and pained by open ridicule of 
the most precious heritage of Christian 
faith, exposed the plot in its very midst. 
He pointed out that what was going on 
formed no part of the announced agenda 
of the convention, and he stated that if 
the purpose of the movement was. to 
oppose and seek to destroy evangelical 
Christianity, its course would be brief 
and inglorious since facilis est descensus 
averno. He proved to be correct, and 
therefore prophetic. 


Professor Fagnani and the Amos 
Society 


In the group who years since staged 
the above incident was one of the leading 
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lights of that collection of brilliant dog+ 
matic marvels known as Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. He is also a prominent 
figure in one of the present ebullitions 
against historic, experimental, divine 
Christianity, as distinguished from the 
Judaistic rationalism which character- 
izes the modernist gospel which he boasts. 
Professor Fagnani is now promoting the 
Amos Society. In closing a four page 
letter issued May 4, 1925, he says: “To 
sum it up: this Amos Movement of ours 
is the first organized attempt to separate 
the religion of conduct and service from 
the religion of faith, worship. and mysti- 
cism.” Faith, worship and communion 
with God are worthless, then. The at- 
tempt 1s to sweep away every principle 
which is essentially Christian as dis- 
tinguished from a partial statement of 
its own ethics. This is to be done with 
loftiness of gesture and mien. All that 
is left of religion is good behavior, the 
motive of which is doubtful. The atti- 
tude of the writer may be further indi- 
cated by part of another sentence: “We, 
the intellectual anl spiritual leaders of 
society.” How much this sounds like 
the three tailors of Tooley Street, who 
drew up a pronunicamento beginning: 
“We, the people of England.” 

What is the Amos Society? It goes 
back of Christianity, back of the greater 
and more spiritual prophets, to take up 
a message which was certainly mar- 
velously progressive and important for 
its day and which is still of value to men 
as being part of the divine revelation. 
Amos taught truth, righteousness and 
peace, but his movement lacked illustra- 
tion, completeness, power. What truth, 
righteousness and peace have actually 
come to mankind have arrived as the 
outcome of the life, teachings and com- 
pelling influence of Jesus Christ. The 
Jews are a wonderful people, and have 
left their mark on history and on religion. 
Christianity found its roots in the inspired 
teachings of Hebrew moralists and proph- 
ets. Nevertheless it will do no good to 
put the tree in the ground and lift its 
roots into the air. Judaism did not save 
the world, except in so far as it intro- 
duced Christ and Christianity. The Amos 
Society, as a feeble survival of the 
ancient conspiracy against the Master, 
may do a litile harm to the one religion 
of power, but it will not carry far. Is it 
not a marvel to see men who deny the 
resurrection of Jesus trying lo resurrect 
the old herdsman of Tekoa, and set him 
in the place of the Teacher, Saviour and 
Lord of Men? 

But the incident is hardly more pre- 


posterous and ludicrous, and far less 
dangerous than is the counselling, writ- 
ing, and preaching of some popular 
priests and elders of our day who, even 
more subtle than were the religious 
leaders in the account of St. Matthew, 
contrive to make many people believe 
that they are acclaiming Jesus when 
really they deny His eternal character, 
disbelieve His word or the records of it, 
and reduce Christianity to naturalism. 

So much for the consideration of a 
few of the phases of the antichristian 
movement which began at the first and 
which continues to the latest knowledge 


of the Son of God. 


What About It? 


Every form of opposition to Jesus and 
His gospel must be watched and fairly 
met. We must not fear to do battle for 
historical, spiritual Christianity, nor 
tremble for the results of the conflict. 
We must not hate the adversaries to be 
faced, remembering the weakness of the 
human mind, and that there ts at least a 
modicum of fact in the saying of Alex- 
ander Pope that man was 

“Created, half to rise and half to fall; 

Great Lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 

Sole Judge of truth, in endless error hurled.” 
We must not see more foes of Christian- 
ity than there are. To many honest 
searchers after truth the language of 
Jesus should be applied: “He that 1s not 
against us is for us.’ Above all let it 
be remembered that if there is a con- 
spiracy against Jesus and hostile to 
Christianity, there is, on the side of both, 
something vastly greater, more powerful 
and permanent. Of old, when the chief 
priests and rabbis brought about the 
destruction of the body of Jesus, the 
result was a greater body, with many 
members, through whom Christ could 
operate around the earth—a Church! 
This body still lives. It is not merely 
your church and mine—but the Church 
of Christ, the invisible Church within 
all the churches of Christendom, which 
is the depository of the true faith, and 
the sworn and loyal force by which 
Christianity will be defended and aided 
in its plans of advancement. 


Christianity and the Plain People 


Imperfect as the church is, and baffled 
as it sometimes finds itself, it carries on, 
breaks through, witnesses its wisdom, 
and ultimately wins on the very fields 
of its defeats. With the church and with 
Jesus Christ is the great and splendid 
company of the common people, who may 
be for a time, and who are in certain 
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quarters and periods deceived by subtle- 
ty, but all of whom cannot be deceived 
forever. Indeed, today the chief strength 
of Christianity is, as it always has been, 
among the plain people who in the long 
run have the sound judgment, the dis- 
interestedness, the fidelity and the 
strength of numbers to have their way. 


Let us make Christ’s way their way. 
Let us unfalteringly proclaim from the 
very housetops our absolute faith in the 
verities of the sublime religion which is 
the creator of the best civilizations of 
the past, and the one sure means and 
hope of future blessings upon the earth. 
—Moody Monthly. 


In reprinting this most courageous deliverance of Bishop Leete’s we wish 
to express our high appreciation of his courage and Christian devotion. 
Clear cut sentences and straight thinking such as he here offers to the 
Church will be resented by many influential Modernists in American 
Protestantism. Bishop Leete’s intellectual force and scholarship cannot 
be questioned; his straight declarations make it impossible longer to 
beguile even the untutored by assertions that there is no division in 
Protestantism. Bishop Leete says specifically that there is a conspiracy 
against Christ, that it is serious, that it must be resolutely faced and 
opposed. True he warns us in a fine Christian way, against over excite- 
ment, and too embattled a mood; but he has put the great weight of his 
position and influence back of those who are seeking to rouse Protestantism 
in general and Methodism in particular to defend and preserve her priceless 
heritage of faith against Modernist negations. Every earnest Methodist 
should read, and re-read these stirring declarations of the bishop and then 
each in his own way and in his own locality, with prayer, should get into 
the contest. 


Methodism and Its Relation to the Struggle of the 
Church for the Faith 
W. WaLpo WELLER 


T IS said that Methodism needs no conservative movement for faith 
and life. In fact the rise of the League for Faith and Life has been 
characterized by a mid-western Church weekly, “As a doubtful movement, 
probably of short life, whose influence may rise high enough in a future 
general conference to reward its officers, but whose influence is not needed 
in Methodism.” Of course, there are always those who impugn the 
motives of men who become leaders in any essential cause; that is nothing 
new, and it can be dismissed as unworthy of any reply. But when it is 
said that the essential movement for faith and life in the Methodist Church 
is unnecessary and that it will not live, that is another matter and demands 
a very fair and honest consideration. The great movement in the leading 
Protestant Churches looking to the definition and statement of essential 
truth, is called unnecessary for Methodism. According to the position of 
these critics of the League Methodism has no essential doctrines to state, 
or else if they are to be stated it must be done by those who hold an 
extreme, and often an agnostic attitude. Nothing so rouses the displeasure 
of our disciples of scepticism as an open challenge from believers. Up to 
the present time in pulpit, seminary, and literature, the stage, in Methodism, 
has been pretty much in the hands of those who have asserted that Wesley 
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and Methodism have no standards in regard to such questions as the Person 
of Jesus, the Virgin Birth, the Bodily Resurrection and the Second Com- 
ing of Jesus. Is this so? Let us see. 

Our Church is a part of the great Protestant world; it must therefore 
have the essential Christian background in doctrine and creed. It will 
not be successfully affirmed otherwise. Christ is and will continue to be 
in His person and Gospel, as declared in the Scriptures, as much a founda- 
tion for faith and doctrine in the Methodist, as in the Presbyterian 
Church. There is no easy path for Methodism in saving her essential belief 
in the Scriptures and the person and work of Jesus, any more than there 
is in the other Churches which have during the last years undergone so 
severe a struggle. St. Paul’s figure of speech, that one member is 
dependent upon another, that all members share alike in the ravages of 
decease or the blessings of health, is applicable to the Churches; the 
Methodist Church is no exception. If the other great Protestant churches 
find themselves compelled in the midst of general scepticism to stand guard 
over their central affirmations and* often to contend for them, who 
whispered in the ear of Methodism that all this was unnecessary for her? 
We fear that Methodism holds no privileged position in this matter. If we 
wish to be known as an Evangelical Church we will have to retain 
evangelical truth and defend it against all comers whether within the 
Church or out of it. We cannot plead a philosophy of empiricism, a sole 
reliance on personal experience cut off from the Christian truth behind the 
experience. The Scriptures have long been the basis and out of them has 
come, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the confirmation of Christian 
experience. Methodism must have behind her great experimental knowl- 
edge of the Gospel, the authority and power of the Scriptures, added 
thereto the great common creeds of all the Christian Churches. Otherwise 
we would be stringing the beautiful pearls of Christian experience as 
separate beads, beautiful, to be sure, but unstrung, unattached to the 
common basis of faith and life in the Person and Gospel of Jesus. 
Methodism cannot ignore this common basis of Christian truth, and retain 
the recognition of the believing Church. The Unitarian Church broke 
thus away from the Christian body of faith a century ago, but it had the 
honor to declare its position and to abide by it. Its candor may some day 
save it and bring it back to the body of believing Churches. But 
Methodism, pretending to be evangelical, while ignoring the evangelical 
standards of faith, a Church half agnostic and half Christian, cannot con- 
tinue. And is not this where the Modernist leaders would place us when, 
notwithstanding the assaults that are being made upon our standards, they 
boastfully say: “Methodism is untroubled by any doctrinal controversy”? 
Are we all believers? If so, a thousand times good; then indeed there can 
be no controversy. But if when they say, “there is no controversy,” they 
mean that those who have entered our ministry and seminaries sharing 
and teaching the current scepticism as to the Person and Gospel of Jesus, 
are “CHEZ NOUS,” at home among us, then indeed we are already 
delivered over to unbelief. Is it then because unbelief has taken posses- 
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sion of the Church, that certain brethren are so impatient with those who 
wish to state Christian truth? Are we already delivered to Unitarianism, 
and is this the deplorable reason there is no controversy? Are our leaders 
who say this themselves agnostics ? 

But if Methodism is not already conquered by this agnostic school, then 
like the other Churches we must arise and contend mightily for our faith. 
If we do not do this much for Christ, we are no Church with a lit 
candlestick; we are not disciples of the Lord; we are common modern 
pharisees ; we are those who shirk from sharing in the sorrows and cross 
of Christ and leave for others, the unenlightened, to do battle for the lost 
cause of faith in His Person, His power and His Gospel. 

There might be such a possibility as that of a Methodist General Con- 
ference being so unwise as very lightly to value our heritage of faith. 
Such denominational conduct, in matters relating to our loyalty to 
doctrinal truth would declare to the other Protestant bodies, ready and 
willing to contend for the doctrinal hases of their faith, that we are either 
not able to produce intellectual leaders capable and courageous enough to 
meet and join the issue, or else, that we consider ourselves so out of the 
common pale in matters of Christian thinking, that we need not like others 
arise and contend for the faith. But it is unthinkable to suggest that any 
Methodist General Conference could say that we have no clear and 
authoritative position as to the Person and Gospel of Christ. Recently a 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, criticizing the Methodist 
Church, likened it to a “huge, top heavy pyramid, poised on its point.” 
“Tt is,” he said, “only a matter of time till it must either fall or get on its 
broad base.’”” We do not for a moment believe that this is so, but we do 
believe that Methodism as a sceptical Church would be about nil in influence. 
Those who desire agnosticism will not come to Methodism. Then why 
play with this very dangerous issue; why not hold all the intellectual 
freedom anyone may desire within the standards but arise in common unity 
of faith in Christ and defend Him? 


PirrspurGH, Pa. 


In the Theological World 
Evolution and the Gill Slits 


UCH is made by the evolutionists of the appearance of a fissure in 

the human embryo that has the appearance of a fish’s gill. But wait ! 
This fissure does not develop into a gill, or a part of the lungs of the 
human child, but is closed up and becomes the aorta, the well-known 
artery running to the heart. The fissure therefore appears before this 
vessel has grown entirely around into a cylindrical form. Its resem- 
blance to a fish’s gill is, therefore, merely incidental. It points to no 
genetic relationship.—kKryseEr in the Bible Champion. 
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John’s Gospel in Church History 


Students who want to get a good quick view of the conclusions in the 
world of scholarship concerning John’s Gospel are referred to Dr. 
Faulkner’s thorough article in the July issue of the Biblical Review for 
1926. Dr. Faulkner reviews the entire discussion, and shows that apart 
from hostile pre-suppositions there is no reason for denying to St. John the 
authorship of this greatest of the Gospels. 

It is interesting to notice that Professor Sanday, of Oxford, also 
holds to the Johannine authorship, and that the brilliant Scotch scholar 
James Orr, who knew German criticism as well as any English speak- 
ing writer, holds to the Johannine authorship of both the Gospel and the 
Revelation. 

Dr. Faulkner’s article in the July Review covers fourteen pages, and 
is worth the price of the Review for the month to one who wants to be 
informed, and also to believe. 


Kirsopp Lake’s Admission 
Kirsopp Lake, the frank Modernist professor of Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, has made another candid admission. He is reported to have said that 


“Anyone who tries to argue with a Fundamentalist on the basis of author- 
ity will be worsted. The Bible interpreted as revelation and the corpus 
theologicum of the church are on the Fundamentalist side.” 

: —Eastern Methodist. 


Bishop McConnell’s Interesting Solution and 
some Implications 


N THE Christian Century for June 17, 1926, Bishop Francis J. 

McConnell makes an appeal to allow missionary experts to spend the 
Church’s money without being checked up by the particular religious 
beliefs or interests of the givers. It is most interesting both in its involved 
surrender of Democracy, and in its admission that some of the Church 
leaders feel they have something to conceal from the people. We quote 
the central paragraphs of the article: 

“A few days ago I heard a leader of my own church declare that a for- 
ward-looking bishop—with whose views he agreed, by the way—should cease 
discussing theology till after we have made up ground lost in recent beney- 
olence declines. Just a month or two ago a timid saint, important enough 
to get on a great appropriating committee in a leading denomination, 
objected to a sermon by Bishop Hughes on the book of Jonah as a mission- 
ary document—a sermon which I thought one of the best to which I had 
ever listened. The objection was that the manifest modernness of the treat- 
ment would alienate the more Fundamentalist givers. To complete my 
triad of instances, a group of officials, appealing in behalf of the total 
benevolent program of a denomination, in formal resolution recently called 
for caution against discussion of controversial problems in reports of 
mission work sent to contributors—this too in a meeting dealing with enter- 
prises covering a world-wide territory both home and foreign! Just what 
there would be left to mention, if all controversial themes were omitted, 
the officials did not state. 

“So I recognize the widespread acceptance of the dogma that the man 
who pays the piper is to call the tune. In spite, however, of this general 
agreement I think there are certain pertinent considerations which increas- 
ing numbers of thoughtful contributors to missions are keeping in mind. 

__ First of all, the man who pays the piper does not always call the tune— 
if the piper is himself an expert, and if the payer has any sense. The payer 


80 The Call to the Colors September, 1926 


can attend the concert or not, as he pleases. He can leave before the 
playing is over, if he chooses; but he can’t tell the piper, or the violinist, 
or the pianist what to play, and certainly not how he shall play. So with 
any form of expert service. I can call a surgeon, or not, if I need one; but 
having called him I can’t tell him what to do. Simply because he knows 
better than I. 

We beg to inquire whether Methodist laity are so ignorant of their faith 
in Jesus Christ that they do not know any more about it than the average 
layman does about the technique of music or surgery? If they are, the 
leadership of Protestantism should resign and give more capable leaders a 
chance to indoctrinate the people in the Gospel of Christ. But of course 
the bishop’s illustration is seriously overdone. 

But what a striking situation. We are asked to give of our wealth to 
spread a type of Christianity abroad that we do not believe at home, and 
that it is not safe to let the people at home hear us profess, and this is 
defended on the ground that the missionary leader is an expert, and that 
the people don’t know. 

Bishop McConnell ought to write a similar deliverance to the Labor 
Unions. If the masses are too ignorant to know what they believe, and 
for what they are willing to sacrifice, then they are doubtless too ignorant 
to know what is good for them economically and politically, and Democracy 
is a mistake, and kings and bureaucracies should take their place. 

No, the whole truth is that Modernist leaders, who cherish a different 
faith from that to which they have pledged their allegiance, are seriously 
embarrassed by the fact that their divergent point of view is beginning to 
be understood among the people, and they must find some way of justify- 
ing the high-handed and secretive policy that now has become necessary 
to them unless they are willing to surrender. 

It would be interesting to know whether the bishop, with whose for- 
ward-looking views this Methodist leader agreed, is the one who sets forth 
recently in the Advocates that the Creeds were products of the fifth and 
sixth centuries and that it is not a matter of importance whether men 
believe in the Virgin Birth, Bodily Resurrection and Propitiatory Sacrifice 
of Christ or not. If this is the story we would advise Bishop McConnell 
that his illustration is further unfortunate from the fact that the leader 
in question is no specialist or he could not possibly have agreed with this 
bishop who is so painfully forward looking that he is totally incapable of 
backward looking even long enough to pick up his facts. 

But here is the conclusion of the whole matter as we see it. Bishop 
McConnell is not thinking in this instance with the clearness that usually 
characterizes his writings. The solution of the problem he faces is not in 
formally recognizing the ignorance of the laity, and announcing the policy: 
You pay the bills, we'll do the rest. It is rather in dismissing the leader 
who agrees with the forward-looking bishop and getting in his place 
another leader who agrees with the constitutionally established faith of 
his Church, and the passion of its apostolate. When we have this kind 
of leaders we will not need either to suppress the facts, or to brand our 
membership as ignorant of their faith. 


